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HAKEA, CASUARINA AND ALBANY REGIONAL PRISONS — CONTROL ROOM DOORS 

Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray–Wellington — Minister for Corrective Services) [2.07 pm]: I rise to inform 
the house that on Thursday, 23 August 2012, testing of a control room door from the yet-to-be-occupied unit 12 
at Hakea Prison was undertaken by the Department of Corrective Services’ emergency support group at its 
facility. The test was carried out in response to concerns raised by the Western Australian Prison Officers’ 
Union. Unit 12 is one of five new units—there are two at Hakea, two at Casuarina Prison and one at Albany 
Regional Prison—that were built with the same specifications and building plans. It is part of the $655 million 
worth of investment by this government. An ESG officer was able to force entry through the glass panel from the 
door in less than 30 seconds. It should be understood that previous testing of another door was undertaken offsite 
by the department’s strategic assets branch. At the time, the door passed security standards. Subsequent to the 
failed testing on 23 August, the department was advised that a provisional improvement notice had been issued 
to Casuarina and Hakea and that the union would advise staff not to return to work in the units until further 
notice.  

I advise the house that the department undertook the following immediate cautionary actions after meeting with 
the union to seek agreement from all parties on the best way forward. Hakea dispersed prisoners out of the 
occupied new unit to other units within the prison and transported some prisoners to other facilities. Unit 12 had 
not been in operation and remains vacant. Casuarina Prison undertook an initial lockdown and established a 
command post. It later reverted to a restricted regime. Prisoners who were housed in units 13 and 14 were 
relocated to two vacant units that were under refurbishment. Albany Regional Prison negotiated to keep its new 
unit open with a restricted regime, with locally agreed remedial works to be undertaken over the weekend as an 
interim measure. 

As a short-term solution, DCS will grille mesh both sides of the doors and, in addition, flat bar grilles will be 
installed over control room windows. This solution meets the requirements to secure the control rooms, and is 
being reviewed by the union as a possible permanent solution. Further testing was completed last Friday. The 
target date for the installation of mesh on the doors and grilles on the windows is later this month. Staff 
perception and assurance of their safety is paramount, and therefore every element of the work will be subject to 
thorough testing. I have sought and received assurances from the commissioner that there will be no security risk 
to prison officers or the community as a result of the failed test on the control room door, and that the extensive 
measures being undertaken at the three prisons will address any possible design flaws in the doors. 

In closing, I would like to state that I have undertaken to provide this detailed account of the test procedure and 
the comprehensive response provided by the department to ensure that an accurate account of the matter is on the 
public record, following the irresponsible release to the media by the opposition spokesperson for Corrective 
Services of detailed information and inflammatory statements about the test failure. It is generally understood by 
those familiar with the prison system and its security requirements that publicly raising details — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members. I am going to sit down, and then it will be question time. 
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